
  
  
  

 

 

PRESS RELEASE: Climate activists thank Whitmer and Granholm and point to 

broader value of Palisades nuclear plant to Michigan ratepayers 

U.S. Secretary of Energy Jennifer Granholm and Governor Gretchen Whitmer join the call of 
Michigan scientists, academics, and community leaders to preserve Palisades’ clean nuclear energy 
capacity on Lake Michigan. 

Southwest Michigan, April 28, 2022 – In her April 20 press release, Governor Whitmer 
makes a courageous endorsement of Palisades, Michigan’s smallest nuclear plant: 

“Keeping Palisades open is a top priority. Doing so will allow us to shore up 
Michigan’s energy supply to prevent price spikes on working families and small 
businesses, make Michigan more competitive for economic development 
projects bringing billions in investment, protect hundreds of good-paying jobs 
for Michiganders, and meet our climate goals.” 

In an Open Letter thanking Governor Whitmer and Secretary Granholm, a number of 
Michigan's climate leaders and others organized by a nuclear-inclusive group called 
"Climate Coalition," commended the governor for her “brave and visionary non-
partisan leadership.” The letter also recognizes Granholm for having “swiftly turned 
the provisions of President Biden’s Bipartisan Infrastructure Law into a fully funded 
and thoughtfully structured program to save financially challenged plants such as 
Palisades.” 

The activists write: “By saving Palisades, Michigan will be a leader in implementing 
clearly articulated recommendations by scientists, rather than responding to ideological 
partisan politics or allowing flawed markets to make decisions that are misaligned with 
and contrary to our best interests.”  

Michael Schneider of Climate Coalition: “Saving Palisades is not only right for the 
climate and Michigan’s clean air efforts. It will also pay off for Michigan ratepayers 
who are faced with a tightening capacity market and rising prices for gas and electricity. 
Granholm and Whitmer succeeding in their efforts will be a win-win for Michiganders 
and the climate!” 

Nuclear energy accounts for 20% of U.S. electricity generation and 52% of the carbon-
free sources. The Palisades plant alone produces as much emission-free energy in a 
year as does all the wind and solar capacity in Michigan combined. Both real-world 

https://climatecoalition.org/recognizing-official-effort-to-save-palisades/
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experience and climate models repeatedly show that nuclear power is indispensable for 
achieving deep decarbonization at the lowest total cost to ratepayers due to its 
reliability, high capacity factor, small footprint and climate resiliency. 

About Climate Coalition and Protect Nuclear NOW 

Climate Coalition is a private initiative powered by a coalition of independent activists 
who come together in common purpose as volunteers to work on climate advocacy 
campaigns that prioritize progress on CO2 emissions reductions over partisan fighting 
over clean energy preferences. The coalition is not itself a registered non-profit and 
does not raise funds from donors but rather is a virtual group operating without paid 
staff or physical space. Many members of the coalition are also active members of 
other environmental groups. 

Protect Nuclear NOW is a communication initiative of the Climate Coalition, which 
raises the alarm that shutting down nuclear power, the U.S.’s largest source of clean 
energy, in the midst of this climate crisis is a serious and costly mistake. The initiative 
sought urgent action from the early Biden Administration to prevent the premature 
closure of at-risk nuclear power plants, including Indian Point, Desden, Byron, 
Palisades and Diablo Canyon.  

Climate Coalition, launched in 2016, has primarily worked to educate the American 
public about the need to rapidly deploy and scale all types of clean, low-carbon 
energy—including renewables, geothermal, nuclear and hydro—together in a coherent, 
collaborative, and comprehensive energy system. Given the urgency of achieving 
emissions reductions that can only come from transitioning away from fossil fossils 
globally, it is imperative that all sides keep their eyes on the climate goal, which is 
reducing carbon emissions while ensuring grid reliability and climate resilience. Instead, 
too many groups are engaged in fighting over nuclear and trying to shutter existing 
nuclear generation—mostly because they are trying to give competing technologies 
more advantage. 

Climate Coalition has attracted members from all across the U.S. and internationally. 
Volunteers maintain the group’s websites, social media activity and virtual workspace, 
where members coordinate on campaigns. Learn more at: ClimateCoalition.org. 

Contact 

Dietmar Detering, PhD 
Dietmar@ClimateCoalition.org 
917 251 2235 
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