
Climate change is a crisis!  
Yet many people and environmental organizations are using valuable time and energy arguing 
about whether or not renewables reduce grid reliability, whether hydro and wind damage 
ecosystems, and whether nuclear power—our majority source of clean electrons—should be 
shut down. These debates have allowed natural gas (a.k.a. the fossil fuel industry and their 
Russsian oil oligarch partners) to grow marketshare—which moves us in the wrong direction. 
 
We have a lot of low-carbon energy technologies—even 
if none are perfect. Still, when deployed strategically,  
they are sufficient to help us start reducing use of dirty 
fossil fuels like gas, coal and oil. When we expand both our  
clean intermittent types—wind and solar—and our clean  
firm types—hydro, nuclear, and geothermal—together  
they can start shutting down fossil fuel generation!  
 

One could say we are shooting ourselves in the foot by pushing our preferences and 
opposing the alternatives. We must pull together to achieve our urgent goals—zero 
emissions with a reliable, resilient, cost-effective grid!  

Help save the world: support Climate Détente!   
Lets all put down our weapons and agree that we need the whole clean energy 
community to work together! We can eliminate emissions faster by building a bigger, 
stronger, more inclusive climate tent that welcomes all types of clean energy.  
 

      Join the  CLIMATE  
            COALITION’s  
                           Détente Campaign

OUR FUTURE 
ON THIS PLANET 
IS ON THE LINE

DO YOU PRIORITIZE EMISSIONS 
REDUCTIONS? OR YOUR OWN 
PREFERRED SOLUTIONS?
People across the country feel frustrated by our lack of progress reducing global emissions.  
It is time for us ALL to work together—rather than fighting each other. We have the powerful 
low-carbon solutions we need: are you willing to use them?

“All clean energy 
options must be 

on the table”  
 — Climate Scientists

https://climatecoalition.org/climate-detente
https://climatecoalition.org/join-the-coalition/
https://climatecoalition.org/join-the-coalition/


The Climate Coalition is a coalition of environmental, energy and scientific organizations and individuals striving to free environmental 
thinking from the tyranny of EITHER-OR and instead show the global benefits of the harmony of AND, when it comes to clean energy.

WE NEED TO FIGHT FOR OUR FUTURE.   
NOT WITH EACH OTHER.  

Climate Advocates Fighting   vs.  Climate Détente
BRING IN NEW ALLIES INTO THE CLIMATE TENT

 

 
SAVE EXISTING CLEAN ENERGY ASSETS

 
 
 
 

SEND CLEAR, COHERENT MESSAGE TO INVESTORS

As it turns out, progressives aren’t the only ones who want to make progress on climate. 
When more groups agree that ALL clean energy resources should be deployed without 
arbitrary policy discrimination, our climate mitigation efforts are maximized. Groups can 
each agree to promote their technologies of choice, while not actively opposing other 
clean energy tech. Unified messaging makes for more effective lobbying and public edu-
cation, leading to better climate and energy policies and more effective response.

Too many have slipped into comfortable patterns of demonizing those with whom 
we disagree. We exaggerate what is wrong with others’ arguments and avoid 
acknowledging what is wrong with our own. Environmentalists talk about the 
need for clean energy, but infighting among advocates with differing clean energy 
preferences creates discord and confusion, prevents good energy policy decisions, 
and unnecessarily prolongs usage of polluting energy sources.

Business as usual means there is no special value attributed to clean energy, or that 
some clean technologies merit compensation but others do not. At the same time, 
polluting energy sources, mostly natural gas, gets a pass to pollute and so continue 
to damage the environment and public health free of charge. This distorted energy 
market has resulted in fossil fuel alignment with renewables, in order to effect the 
premature closure of nuclear power plants, which directly counters our climate miti-
gation goals.

At a time when global emissions continue to increase year after year, it is entirely self-de-
feating to prematurely retire any functional clean energy asset. And yet, that is exactly 
what is happening to U.S. nuclear power plants, our largest source of clean, reliable 
electricity. When these plants close, their output is replaced almost exclusively by fossil 
gas. We have flawed electricity markets that do not properly value the benefits our nuclear 
plants provide---low emissions, clean air and reliable generation. Every effort should be 
made to keep clean energy assets in operation, until the market distortions are corrected.

Lack of a consistent message regarding the value of carbon-free generation from 
the environmental and climate community reveals hypocrisy and lack of agreement 
about clear goals. This augments the risk and uncertainty for investors, as they hear 
that renewables are intermittent and ineffective and they also hear that nuclear is 
dangerous and expensive. These mixed messages cause many to avoid investment 
in clean energy technologies and many to take a “wait and see” approach, while 
remaining invested in fossil fuels, diminishing capital available for both sides. 

As soon as the environmental community endorses all clean energy options and de-
mands that each be properly valued for their contributions to clean and reliable grids, 
the need for natural gas will end. Investors will be far less likely to continue to invest in 
gas and, instead, coherent messaging will increase confidence and allow vastly more 
capital to flow into the widest range of clean energy investment opportunities. This will 
increase deployment of all types of clean energy technologies and depress demand for 
and valuations of dirty energy, the way it should be.
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https://protectnuclearnow.org


Climate Détente Campaign

Outreach to major NGOs to share 
info & gain support for goals

Progress Status: Campaign launch 
Agreeing to Détente: 35 Bipartisan Groups 
Outreach Team:  125 Climate Activists 
Coalition Members: 500 members from 80 groups

Stockpile détente agreements 
but embargo publicity

Announce Climate Détente  
(possibly for Earth Day 2022)

Celebrate climate unity and craft 
clean energy plans

Why it is time for a climate détente
1.  It is never easy to retract a position but the scientists are screaming. We clearly 
need to adopt a more effective response to climate.  If limiting our options and excluding 
whole sectors hasn’’t worked, let’s try being inclusive instead to move the needle. 
 

2. Opposition to nuclear stems from the earliest generations of reactors. In 
response, the industry has improved and the data proves nuclear is better than ever.  Soon,  
next-gen designs will be emerging. If we work together, we can ensure that new designs 
provide maximal benefits and meets 21st century ESG and ethical standards. 
 

3.  We need a bigger alliance to pass climate legislation federally.  If more 
progressives and environmental leaders accept the use of nuclear, we will gain allies from 
many more climate-concerned conservatives.  Plus, when a coalition of highly respected 
environmental groups collectively declares support for nuclear,  existing and new donors 
will see how monumental such a collaboration is for our future.  Polling shows that big 
majorities of Americans both support nuclear energy and worry about climate change. This 
action will give them hope that we can reduce emissions but keeps energy reliable.  
 

4. There is safety in numbers.  The pressure is already on from scientists and the IPCC  
to stop opposing nuclear power. Coming out en masse  will send a compelling message of 
unity and prevent any one group from being accused of being an “industry shill.”

CONNECT 
WITH OUR 
CLIMATE 

CAMPAIGN 

Next stop . . . Saving the Planet
Here’s how to join the campaign: 
 

Go to #KnowNukes on our website and read up! Then:
 

    1.  Sign up for the Climate Detente:  You don’t have to change your mission or  
        explain anything. Ceasing opposition to other types of clean energy is enough. 
 

   2.  Reach Out to Others: we’ll be more successful if we all recruit other members. 
 

   3.  Plan your Announcement Strategy: you can join our press event or plan your  
        own.  We will have materials to help you. 
 

   4.  Be Proud and Positive: You’ve put aside differences and built new allies. More 
        importantly, you changed the paradigm that had us stuck letting fossil fuels win.  

DONATE 2 HELP 
BUILD SUPPORT 

ClimateCoalition.org

ClimateCoalition (Group) 
 
@ClimateCoaliton

ClimateCoalition

https://climatecoalition.org/join-the-coalition/
https://climatecoalition.org/join-the-coalition/
https://ClimateCoalition.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/climatecoalition/
https://twitter.com/climatecoaliton
https://www.instagram.com/climatecoalition/
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WHY WE NEED NUCLEAR-INCLUSIVE POLICIES.    
#1  NUCLEAR PRODUCES 
MORE THAN HALF OF OUR 
CLEAN ENERGY.  We cannot  
afford to lose this key energy 
asset, especially those plants  
that have been built and which 
are operating safely and reliably.

#2  ANY ECONOMY THAT HAS SUBSTANTIALLY DECARBONIZED 
used a majority of hydro or nuclear for their firm clean power. Any region 
without access to hydro or substantial wind, may need nuclear and should 
be able to access it to avoid having to build fossil fuel plants.

#5  THE IPCC SAYS WE 
HAVE ONLY 8 YEARS TO 
HALVE EMISSIONS  or risk 
the loss of 99% of coral reefs. 
With no global reduction 
progress to date, we really 
need to focus on closing all 
CO2-emitting sourc-
es, not those plants 
which aren’t causing 
the climate problem. 

#3  OUR DECARBONIZATION CHALLENGE IS MUCH BIGGER 
THAN JUST ELECTRIC GRIDS, WE ALSO MUST ADDRESS CO2  
from industrial process heat, building heating, transportation and other 
hard-to-decarbonize sectors. Nuclear’s 24x7x365 thermal capabilities are 
critical for solving many of our hardest CO2 challenges, and advances will 
provide high-quality heat for hydrogen and other synfuel production.

#6  THE USA IS NOW ONLY 15% 
OF GLOBAL EMISSIONS and devel-
oping nations are an increasing source. 
We need solutions that can be deployed 
rapidly with a proven ability to compete 
with fossil fuels in providing the reliable 
energy people demand. In many regions, 

this will be the only way 
to prevent more coal 
plants from 
being built.

#4  EXPERT STUDIES SHOW WE NEED A 
COMBINATION OF CLEAN TECHNOLOGIES.  
It is cheaper to complement renewables, which  
depend on the weather, with other firm sources  
like hydro, nuclear or geothermal to reduce   
total system costs and keep grids reliable. 
Without a source of reliable power, total  
system costs escalate considerably, the 
higher the percentage of renewables.
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We Can’t Solve Climate Change 
without Nuclear Power 

“Common sense tells us that if we are facing an 
existential crisis, every available zero-carbon 
technology must be called into service. Scaling 
the mountain in front of us is daunting enough 
without tying one hand behind our back.”

3 Reasons Nuclear Power Has 
Returned to the Energy Debate 
Jason Bordoff (via Foreign Policy) 

January 5, 2022 

“… As the urgency to combat the climate 
crisis grows, there is growing recognition 
that the pathway to net-zero emissions will 
be faster, easier, and cheaper if nuclear 
energy is part of the mix of solutions.”

“Maintaining our fleet and preventing closures of existing 
nuclear plants is critical to achieving emission reduction goals 
and ensuring a reliable grid,” Manchin told Biden in a letter 
last year. Manchin joined fellow Democratic senators Ben Cardin, 
Sheldon Whitehouse and Cory Booker last June in sponsoring leg-
islation to create the 10-year nuclear production tax credit. 

“Our analysis, and many others, show how these 
[renewable] power sources can be integrated 
reliably with clean firm power [such as nuclear] 
to meet other goals such as wise land steward-
ship and improved reliability, accessibility, and 
affordability.

The Economist:  Nuclear power makes “fighting climate change a lot easier.”

BROAD AGREEMENT EXISTS. 
 
 
 
                    The Science of Sustainability

The reduction in carbon-based energy could be offset by 
increasing the share of energy from renewable sources to 54 
percent and increasing nuclear energy to one third of total 
energy output—delivering a total of almost 85 percent of the 
world’s energy demand from non-fossil-fuel sources. 

 
Manchin Just  

Gave Biden a Path  
for His Green Goals:  

‘I’m Big on Nuclear”

https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/observations/we-cant-solve-climate-change-without-nuclear-power/?redirect=1
https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/observations/we-cant-solve-climate-change-without-nuclear-power/?redirect=1
https://mailchi.mp/columbia/nuclear-power-has-returned-full?e=3afc9017a9
https://mailchi.mp/columbia/nuclear-power-has-returned-full?e=3afc9017a9
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-01-13/manchin-offers-path-for-biden-green-goals-i-m-big-on-nuclear?sref=9GmDeyAC
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-01-13/manchin-offers-path-for-biden-green-goals-i-m-big-on-nuclear?sref=9GmDeyAC
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-01-13/manchin-offers-path-for-biden-green-goals-i-m-big-on-nuclear?sref=9GmDeyAC
https://www.energy.senate.gov/2021/4/manchin-urges-biden-to-support-domestic-nuclear-fleet-prevent-plant-closures
https://issues.org/california-decarbonizing-power-wind-solar-nuclear-gas/
https://issues.org/california-decarbonizing-power-wind-solar-nuclear-gas/
https://issues.org/california-decarbonizing-power-wind-solar-nuclear-gas/
https://issues.org/california-decarbonizing-power-wind-solar-nuclear-gas/
https://www.nature.org/en-us/what-we-do/our-insights/perspectives/the-science-of-sustainability/
https://www.nature.org/en-us/what-we-do/our-insights/perspectives/the-science-of-sustainability/
https://www.nature.org/en-us/what-we-do/our-insights/perspectives/the-science-of-sustainability/
https://www.nature.org/en-us/what-we-do/our-insights/perspectives/the-science-of-sustainability/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-01-13/manchin-offers-path-for-biden-green-goals-i-m-big-on-nuclear?sref=9GmDeyAC
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-01-13/manchin-offers-path-for-biden-green-goals-i-m-big-on-nuclear?sref=9GmDeyAC
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-01-13/manchin-offers-path-for-biden-green-goals-i-m-big-on-nuclear?sref=9GmDeyAC
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-01-13/manchin-offers-path-for-biden-green-goals-i-m-big-on-nuclear?sref=9GmDeyAC

